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Anthony Johnson and Dr. James Makokis, known as The Amazing Two-Spirit Couple, are prominent advocates for equity, equality, and inclusivity for LGBTQ2S+ and Indigenous populations across Turtle Island. Celebrated for their triumph in Season 7 of The Amazing Race Canada, their journey extended over 20,000 kilometers, across six provinces, one territory, and 14 cities. As the first Indigenous, Two-Spirit couple to win, they not only broke stereotypes but also showcased remarkable resilience, teamwork all while staying true to themselves and one another. 

Beyond their televised victory, Anthony Johnson (Dine) and Dr. Makokis (Cree) harnessed their platform to challenge stereotypes, confront homophobia and racism, and illuminate the issues Indigenous Peoples face. They were able to bring worldwide attention to different causes with Indigenous spirit, adopting the team name 'Team Ahkameyimok' a Cree term which means ‘Never Give Up’ "which resonates deeply with their own experiences and embodies the essence of the communities they represent.

Raised in segregated First Nation communities, both faced significant adversity. As Two-Spirit individuals, they navigated bullying and discrimination while tapping into their inner 'Ahkameyimok' to embrace their unique identities. This term not only defined their race strategy but also their personal journeys through societal exclusion and the quest for self-acceptance, acceptance of others through unity and allyship. They have adopted this term as a beacon of advocacy, encouraging others to join their pursuit of hope and the dismantling of systemic and social barriers impacting their communities.

Dr. James Makokis, a Nehiyô (Cree) Two-Spirit doctor from Onihcikiskapowinihk (Saddle Lake Cree Nation) in Treaty Number Six Territory, is a beacon in family medicine and transgender health. With roles like the inaugural Medical Director at Shkaabe Makwa at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, and as an Associate Clinical Professor at the University of Alberta, he's a vanguard in Indigenous mental health and medical education. Recognized as one of the country's most influential physicians, Dr. Makokis is passionate about revitalizing Nehiyô medical practices, educating on Treaty relationships, and nurturing the vision of Turtle Island.

Anthony Johnson, a Two-Spirit warrior from Navajo Nation. He is an artist, poet, photographer, cultural documentarian, public speaker, and strategic analyst with a mission to explore the beauty of the Earth and its inhabitants. A proud Dine (Navajo) man who was born and raised on the Navajo Nation, he’s lived in many cities across Turtle Island and even had a short time spent in Shanghai. After graduating from Harvard University in 2009 with a bachelor’s degree in economics and social Anthropology of East Asia, he has worked in the tech industry, fashion world, and project consulting. 

Anthony is an aspiring filmmaker who believes in the power of stories to bring healing who is blends western understandings with traditional knowledge, dedicating his life to cultural exploration and social impact. His journey from Navajo Nation to Treaty 6 Territory in Edmonton, where he now contributes to the revitalization of Traditional Cree practices alongside Dr. Makokis, reflects a profound commitment to cultural restoration and innovation.

Together, Anthony Johnson and Dr. James Makokis exemplify an unbreakable partnership, driving leadership and advocacy efforts to foster transformative alliances. Their journey embodies the resilience and wisdom inherent in the Two-Spirit and Indigenous communities. More than illuminating the challenges, they celebrate the rich diversity and inherent strength of their cultural heritage. Their endeavors, transcending their triumph in The Amazing Race Canada, are instrumental in forging pathways toward a world that is not only inclusive but also deeply understanding and respectful.

Their work extends into combating systemic oppression, advocating for mental health awareness, and nurturing strength through open dialogues and the creation of safe spaces. Committed to shaping positive outcomes, they inspire a collective movement towards a society that not only recognizes but also cherishes each individual's unique identity and background. With each conversation and step they take, the couple lays the groundwork for a future where unity, hope, and advocacy converge to uplift and celebrate differences in honor of the human spirit.
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